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Pastor’s Corner 
Another Easter season--a time of new things, 
of fresh beginnings. It comes around every 
year, but there’s really only one Easter, of 
course, the one at the tomb where the stone 
was found to have been mysteriously rolled 
away and the linens had been left lying in 
place, limp and crumpled. That one-time 
resurrection event, our Lord’s rising out of the 
confines of hell, is celebrated every year in 
the Christian calendar, and it is also 
celebrated every day in the life of the 
Christian. For we sinners are caught in sin 
daily, just as the sun rises. We are judged 
disobedient by He who judges, but then 
graciously granted His loving kindness and 
mercy. 
We all struggle, agonize even, over the new—
new locations, new people and relationships, 
new responsibilities, new contexts. Yet, just 
as a refreshing forgiveness of sins and 
newness of life wash over us daily in our 
Christian lives, so fresh beginnings in our 
worldly lives enliven and refresh us.  
Baptism is the first splash of God’s Word, the 
eternal promise that life will go on forever, 
thanks to that first Easter resurrection. It’s the 
Father’s claim on us children, His taking us 
into protective custody out of the hands of sin, 
death, and the powers of the Evil One.  
Confirmation sets our heads straight with 
knowledge, but, more importantly, moves us 
into new responsibilities as mature members 
of the community of saints. We tune in to our 
neighbors, especially the ones suffering with 
pain, grief, loneliness or depression. They 
become the objects of our attention rather 
than our selfish and youthful desires.  
High school graduation is the “end of an era,” 
one of the most significant times of our 
growing up years, and a new time on rushing 
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independence that brings its own fears, but 
also its own rewards. We are jolted into taking 
on full responsibility as citizens of the world 
as well as members of the body of Christ. 
Even though we are surrounded by death, the 
death of a loved one or a nearby tragic 
mishap grabs hold of us and tackles our faith, 
wrestling with us for months and months as 
we gather together in community for prayer 
and worship.  
Who likes change? Who doesn’t like the 
comfort of the everyday, the well-known, the 
manageable? This Easter season with its 
rocky and sometimes unwanted transitions 
into the new reminds us of the everlasting 
stability that Christ brings into our lives. His 
one-time rising from that tomb in the garden is 
our assurance that we, too, will be raised up, 
just as every day He brings fresh beginnings 
into our hearts and minds and souls. He 
remains the Rock in our lives through 
whatever the world confronts us with--the 
good, the bad, and the downright nasty.  
Only through faith, hope, and trust in this 
Rock of Ages can we believers remain in the 
arms of the Almighty. This security then 
allows us to reach out to those riding through 
their own life transitions—being with them, 
caring for them, and praying for them. 
Celebrate Christ’s rising from the dead, pray 
for inspiration and faith from the Holy Spirit, 
and then encourage those who are traveling 
into new and unfamiliar pathways of life. 
 

Dear Lord Jesus, come into our lives this day 
and every day. Keep us faithful to You in all 
that we think and say and do. Ride with us 
through the storms of life as well as the sweet 
and tender moments of peacefulness and 
comfort. Be with us always, as you have 
promised. In your name we pray.   Amen.                      

Zion Lutheran Church of Metropolitan           Pastor Joel Smeby   
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                                                           Pastor Joel 

Please Pray for our 
Church Leaders 

Zion’s Church Council 

Mark Anderson    David Grunlund  

Mary Jane Bloom             Dan Helms 

Paulette Holmes               Dan Nurmi         

David Mattson                 Dorn Seigler  

John Anderson  Steve Anderson 

Bob Mattson                    Dick Lindholm      

Pastor Joel Smeby 
Zion Lutheran Church of 

Metropolitan 
 

LCMC BOARD AND STAFF 
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Paul Spaulding, Minneapolis, MI  - LCMC 
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Sharon MacFadyen, Cypress, TX  -  LCMC 
Administrative Coordinator 
Kenni Burchett, Cypress, TX  -  LCMC            
Administrative Assistant 
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Anne Gran,  Alexandria, MN 
Rebecca Lee,  Fargo, ND 
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Chris Magnell,  Palm Coast, FL 

Sue McKenzie,  Hayward, WI 
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April Dietz,  Omaha, NE 
Steve Ernst,  Torrance, CA 
Jeff Nellermoe,  Sandy, UT 
Kathy Sandmann,  McCallsburg, IA 
Tim White,  Columbus, NE  
                

STEWARDSHIP 

June 2011 

Stewardship: A New Story 

by Pamela York Klainer 

Re-visioning stewardship means becoming bridge-
builders between rich & poor, between new economy 
& old, between a new stewardship story waiting to 
emerge & a more traditional one deeply held.  

GIVING describes stewardship as “the practice of 
celebrating all of life as a trust to be managed on 
God's behalf.” As I read those words, my mind was 
drawn to a recent N.Y. Times magazine article on 
Microsoft founder Bill Gates. At the time of the article 
Microsoft had a market value roughly equal to the 
gross domestic product of Spain. Gates himself has a 
personal net worth higher than a whole slew of 
developing countries. Gates' enormous wealth makes 
an obvious point: all of life may be held in trust, but 
the fruits of our shared life do not fall equitably 
among God's people. The imbalance between 
abundance & scarcity is not a new issue to people of 
faith. What may be new is the re-visioning of 
stewardship this article explores. That re-visioning 
has 2 basic premises. One is that people who have the 
skills to create financial abundance are not the enemy: 
they are one-half of the solution to world poverty. The 
other is that “have” & “have not” do not describe 2 
classes of people. Instead the words constitute to faces 
of our human experience. People of faith know, in 
theory, that all human beings have parts of their lives 
that are whole & parts that are wanting. That is what 
brings us to God's table as sisters & brothers, as equals. 
We just don't live as if that's what we know.  

First of 9 installments. 

 Printed with permission from 

 “Giving”. Stewardship Comm. 
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2011 
 

A Measure of Our Love 
 

 

4-03               $2266.00 

4-06/4-10       1591.25 

4-13/4-17          1173.01  

4-21/4-24                       3209.23      

 

Total             $8239.49 

 

 

 

Designated:        ( Included in total above ) 

  

Fuel                     15.00 

Hunger             50.00 

Bible/Buddies                             25.00 

 

 

 
*Donations for Easter Breakfast              132.00 

 

 
*Good Friday Service               351.00 
 (Donations given to Nordic Ambulance) 

 May Servants of God 

 

Lector: Janet Dean 

 

Ushers: Ryan & Kelsey Bohemeke** 
 

 

Greeters: 
 5

th      - 
 Betty & Warren Wickman     

12
th
   - Kathy & Bob Mattson 

19
th
   - John & Cheryl Cootware 

26
th    

- Kenny & Janet Lee Dean 
 

Communion Assistant:  
    Karin Dixon 

 

Communion Ushers:    
    Ken and Edna Mattson,   

    John Mattson, Wayne Johnson 

 

Home Communion: 

Group #1  Kathy Grunlund 

Group # 2  Pastor Joel 
 

Visitation:  
Please Check the WOZ 

Visitation Wreath at Zion in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Kathy Clemo               

Altar: Janice and Norma Anderson,                                                             
     & Mary Lynn Lucas              
 

** July / David & Amanda Grunlund 

** August  / Warren & Betty Wickman 

** September / Kathy Clemo &Carol Lantz 

*Please call Rose Siegler if you are willing to Usher,    

and Janet Lee Dean if you are able to Greet or help 

with Communion. You are invited to call the church 

office if you are willing to be a Lector at 246-3456. 
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Welcome-Farewell Coffee 

A Coffee Lunch was held following the Service 
on Sunday, May 1st in Honor of Pastor Lee 
and Pastor Joel. Zion’s family and friends  
shared our thanks with Pastor Lee Liverance 
for his dedication and time during the interim 
period, while leading Zion’s Ministry and 
guiding us as we searched for a new pastor. 

        

Sunday School says thank you on the sidewalk. 

          

Zion presented Thank you gifts to Pastor Lee 

 

We also welcomed Pastor and Mrs. Joel 
Smeby as together they join us in Zion’s 
mission. Everyone is encouraged to stop 
by the church office in order to meet 
Pastor Joel and participate in the 
Sunday Morning Worship Service as we 
share God’s Word together.   

   
David Grunlund Welcomes the Smeby’s 

 
      Thank You Sunday School !!! 
 

Please pray that Zion’s Church Council, 
Pastor Joel and the Members & Friends 
of this congregation be guided by the 
Holy Spirit, and that God’s Wisdom and 
Grace would be with us as we work 
together.  We also ask you to pray that 
the Holy Spirit guide our congregation 
as we grow and continue with God’s will 
for Zion. Welcome Pastor Joel and 
Cynthia to your new home.  
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     Pastor Lee Liverance / Our Saviors 

     
Pastor Joel’s Installation 

   

        

Pastor Joel & Cynthia                          

            

 

 

Confirmation Class of 2011 

          
 
Thanks  Jesse and Terry for providing 
Music for our Worship Service. You are 
truly a blessing for the people of Zion. 
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MATS AND MORE MATS 
 

Zion's middle school youth group and 
members of Encouragement Link 
gathered in May to make sleeping mats 
for Haiti.  We now have about a dozen 
of them made, others in various stages 
of completion, and LOTS OF 
SUPPLIES to make more.  Thanks to 
everyone who has helped with this 
project by donating materials and/or 
helping to assemble the mats, which 
will be given to people in Haiti so they 
do not have to sleep on the bare 
ground.  There is a great need for 
these mats and we have plenty of 
materials to make more.  
If you are interested in helping us make 
more, please contact Sue or leave a 
message in the church office and 
someone will be in touch with you.  

 

 
 

 

PRAYER CALENDAR  -  2011 
 

1    W  Norman & Shirley Skogman 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, San Jose, Ca;   

Pr.  J. Fitzgerald 

2   Th Richard & Penny Skogman 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Tomah, WI, 

Pr. W. Rice 

3     F Samamtha Skogman 

Golden West Lutheran Church, Conrad,  

MT, Pr. M. Sculley 

4   Sa Deanna Smith & family 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Irvine, 

CA, Pr. T. Brashears 

5   Su Robert, Dana, Tyler & Briana Smith 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

Washington, IN, Pr. G. Qualley 

6    M Delano Solberg 

Pray for Zion’s quilters as they meet 

today. 

 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,  

Morris, MN 

7    Tu Roger & Ruth Solberg 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

Englevale, ND, Pr. D. Isaacson 

8     W Allen & Dawn Sommers 

Pray for WOZ (Women of Zion) as they 

meet this evening. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

Boardman, OR, Pr. P. Berthelot 

9    Th Greg & Donna Mae Stahlmann 

& family 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Sandy, 

UT, Pr. J. Nellermoe 

10    F Carl & Rose Steele 

Grace & Truth Bible Church, 

Oconomowoc, WI, Pr. J. Bergson 

11  Sa Dan, Amy, Taylor & Lexi Steele 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Walton, NE, Pr. E. Wicks 

12  Su PENTECOST 

Dear God, breathe your Spirit into us 

and grant that we may hear and in 

hearing be led in the way you want us to 

go.  Amen 

 Dennis & Sandy Steele 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, West 

Carrollton, OH, Pr. N. Haferman 

13   M Duane (Cardy) & Donna Steele 

Pray for Zion’s quilters as they meet 

today. 
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Oconto Falls, WI, Pr. L. Bong 

14  Tu Pepper & Norma Steele 

Pray for the participants and caregivers 

at Family Ties, and also the ladies  from 

Zion who with celebrate Flag Day with 

them today. 

Grace Lutheran Church, Ridgecrest, CA, 

Pr. M. Rowland 

15   W Mike & Pam Steinbrecher 

 Pray for Zion’s worship and music 

 committee as they meet this morning. 

Grace Lutheran Church, Erhard, MN, 

 Pr. B. Soenksen 

16  Th Margaret Gayle Stephan 

Grace Lutheran Church, Big Sandy, MT, 

Pr. R. Jesperson 

17    F Lucille Stephan 

 Grace Lutheran Church, Billings, MT, A. 

Veiss, Lay Pastor 

18  Sa Robin, Bruce, Jacy & Jacob Strauss 

Grace Lutheran Church, Nashua, MT, Pr. 

J. Bergstrom 

19  Su HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY  

 Lucille Thoma 

 Grace Lutheran Church, Paradise, MT 

20    M Kristyn, Paul, Megan & Emma 

Tousignant 

Pray for Zion’s quilters as they meet 

today. 

Pray for Zion’s Church Council as they 

meet tonight. 

Grace Lutheran Church, Hamburg, NY, Pr. 

G. Seefeldt 

21  Tu Lee & Sherry Tregillis 

 Grace Lutheran Church, Ennis, TX 

22  W Tony & Tanya Vincent & family 

Grace Lutheran Church, Hayward, WI, Pr. 

K. Stoutenburg 

23  Th Dirk & Donna VonDeylen & family 

Great Harvest Community Church, 

Greenwood, IN, Pr. M.  Powell 

24   F Jeremy, Sarah & Elizabeth Watt  

Greenford Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Greenford, OH, Pr. M. McCarthy 

25  Sa Wes, Kristen, Logan & Jonas Wells  

Harbor of Joy Lutheran Church, Milford, 

IA, Pr. T. Nappe 

26  Su Kelly and Alison Westphal 

 Healing Grace Church, Broken Arrow, 

 OK, Pr. G. Riether 

27   M Melinda Whitaker 

Pray for Zion’s quilters as they meet 

today. 

Hebron Lutheran Church, Hebron, KY, Pr. 

D. Shockey  

28  Tu Wayne, Hope, Forrest & Margaret 

Whitaker  

Hegland Lutheran Church, Hawley, MN, 

Pr. T. Olson 

29   W Ruth Ann Wicklund  

Hemnes Lutheran Church, Minneola, MN, 

Pr. E. Munter 

30  Th Alden (Yut) & Donna Wickman 

Heritage Lutheran Church, Brandon, SD, 

Pr. T. Walker, Interim 
    

Pray for all who are sick and those who are suffering with 

the recent loss of  loved ones. Pray for God’s comfort and 

strength in all these situations. 
 

 
 

 

SCHOOL THANK YOU 
 

We want to thank our Sunday School 
teachers, staff and helpers for  your 
dedication to our church, our young 
people, and our God  by serving in this 
important ministry of Zion.  In sharing 
your faith, time, talents and treasures, you 
have helped them to grow in their faith and 
knowledge of the Lord and his people.  
May you be truly blessed for your service.  
Have a wonderful summer break from 
Sunday School, as you continue to pray 
for our young people and families. 
Sincerely, 
 

   Zion's Christian Education Committee 
 

If you want to be notified when 

someone is added to the prayer chain 

but are not being notified now, 

please call the church office at…….  

(246-3456) and leave a message. 

Indicate whether you want to be 

notified by email or phone and leave 

your name and contact information. 
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Birthday Blessings to You, 

as… 

We Celebrate in June 
 

1-Tylor Lautzenheiser, Vernice Lindskog,  

   Mabel Johnson 

2-Aimee Recla 

3-Makenzie Jacobson 

4-Ed Lantz, Matthew Mattson, Brian Nurmi 

5-Reggie Nord, Kaitlyn Cousineau 

 7-Anna Christian, Steve Oman 

 8-Kylie Gustafson 

10-Candy Schoenborn, Chad Tregillis 

11-Shelby Dixon 

14-Kirk Mattson 

15-Betty Cook, Katie Lewis,  

     Becky (Mrs. Roger) Nord 

16-Helmer Edberg 

18-Donna Steele 

19-Dominic Christian 

20-Kelly Challancin 

21-Tammy Lindholm 

22-Emily Forstrom, Dan Steele 

23-Erin Kreh, Cully Lantz 

24-Steve Pittas 

25-Pastor Bill, Les Beauchamp,  

     Margaret Whitaker 

28-Dee Mattson, Elizabeth Lewis 

29-Cassie Rittenhouse, Kari Anderson 

30-Linda Anderson 
 

***Please contact Sue Anderson with any 

Additions to our Newsletter Birthday List. 
 

 

Music and Worship Committee 
 

The music & worship committee is looking for 

someone who would be willing to take a turn 

playing the organ or piano during Sunday worship. 

    

Also, if any of you would be willing to provide 

special music on occasion please let the committee 

know. Our hymn singing is sounding wonderful. 

We have been making special effort to include 

familiar hymns that are appropriate to the 

message. We continue to ask for your suggestions 

and will do our best to fit your song in soon.   
 

To offer help or hymn suggestions please leave a 

message at the church office (246-3456) or speak 

with either Sue Anderson or Vernice Lindskog. 

Women of Zion (WOZ) News 
 

The WOZ regularly scheduled Business Meeting 

was opened at 9:00 am on May 10
th

 by Edna 

Mattson, Co-President. Eight women were 

present. 

Only a few women attended the April Cleaning 

Bee but the kitchen got a good cleaning. There 

was discussion about how to finish up the work 

that still needs doing including: window washing, 

pew cleaning and polishing, light fixture cleaning, 

and lawn work. It was decided the group will work 

on a schedule of specific jobs to be done at 

specific times over the next six months. It was 

thought that maybe more people will participate if 

they know exactly what will be done and how 

long it should take. Watch for sign up sheets and 

please help out! 

Plans for Pastor Joel’s Installation Service were 

discussed and finalized. If you were able to make 

it to the service, then you know that it was very 

nice from beginning to end. There were no 

“bumps in the road” that I could see. The 

refreshments following the service were 

excellent—thanks to all who helped out. Finally, 

while we have no control over the weather, it was 

a clear, beautiful spring day (finally) and a perfect 

official beginning for all of us.  

 

Quilting 
The Quilter’s finished up the graduation quilts 

over the last few weeks of May in plenty of time 

for presentation at the Baccalaureate Service on 

May 29
th

. Hope you got to see them; they were 

inspired. Three small quilts were given to hospice 

and a generous supply of “little pillowcase 

dresses” were sent to storm ravaged Alabama in 

May. We continue to meet on Monday from 1-4 

pm through the summer in the church basement. 

Please join us for this very useful mission. It is not 

necessary to be a quilter as there are many 

“supporting roles” like ironing, sorting, 

tufting/tying, and more. And for those who would 

like to learn how to quilt, there is no place better 

to start. On June 6
th

 Ilene Kotajarvi (the Hospice 

Volunteer Coordinator from OSF Hospice) will 

visit to express thanks to the Quilters for their 
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donation of quilts to Dickinson County hospice 

patients. The following is on the card given along 

with each quilt. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Good & Perfect Gift Is From Above 
James 1:17 

 

What do you receive when you receive a 

quilt? 

When you receive a quilt, you welcome 

the ones who made it for you, whether you 

know them or not. Their presence, their 

prayer, their intention is woven through 

the fibers of the fabric. By welcoming the 

ones who made your quilt, you receive a 

comfort that proclaims peace over you, 

peace under you, and peace around you. 

You receive a comfort that has been 

quilted in love that is freely given for its 

own sake. You receive a quilt that has 

been filled with healing intentions and 

love that seeks to console and give solace, 

a quilt that celebrates, affirms and 

showers abundant blessings! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

T IS OUR PRAYER THAT  YOU WILL 

USE THIS QUILT AS A MANTLE OF  

LOVE :  WRAP IT  AROUND YOU W HEN 

YOU FEEL A CHILL ,  WHEN YOU FEEL 

DOWN ,  WHEN YOU SLEEP ,  WHENEVER 

YOU FEEL A NEED FOR LOVE AND 

SUPPORT .  
ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT THE 

QUILTERS MADE IT  WITH  PRAYERS 

FOR GOD ’S LOVE AND HEALING F OR 

YOU :  
BODY ,  MIND AND SPIRIT ;  
THAT THIS QUILT MIGHT  

 BRING YOU COMFORT  
 

This quilt was prayerfully handcrafted for you 
by the Quilters of Zion Lutheran Church 

 

WANTED 

Volunteer or volunteers to prepare the WOZ 

Visitation Wreath through the summer months 

(and throughout the year if willing) while Middle 

School Youth (who have been preparing the 

wreath each month) will be out of school. Please 

let one of the WOZ officers know if you are 

willing to take this on. We are still looking! The 

Quilters will do this service on the last Monday of 

the month until someone volunteers—but they 

would really rather be quilting. 

  

On Wednesday, May 18
th

 a group of Zion women 

Family Ties adult day care. Pastor Joel’s wife, 

Cynthia, was able to join us and we all had a good 

time. We made kites to decorate the center and 

hung them from the ceiling. As usual, there was 

lots of good conversation and treats before 

leaving.  

In June, we will be visiting on Tuesday, rather 

than Wednesday, and we will be changing the 

time to 12:30-2:30 pm to accommodate a 

change in the schedule at the center.   
The 14

th
 of June is Flag Day and we plan to 

celebrate “Old Glory” with patriotic songs, a 

kazoo band, flag waving, red-white-blue snacks 

and other surprises. We will have lots of fun and 

you can join us—just show up at the Crystal Lake 

Community Center on the day listed. 
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“Faith and Fitness” 
The WOZ Spring Program “Faith and Fitness” 

was presented on Wednesday May 11
th

 at Zion. It 

was an enjoyable evening and those attending got 

lots of tips on how to incorporate faith and fitness 

into everyday living. Thanks to the program 

committee including: Karen Lindholm, Vicki 

Lindholm, Amber Lindholm, and Carrie Siegler 

and the serving group including: Janice Anderson, 

Norma Anderson, Tina Anderson, Karen Helms, 

and Kelsey Boehmke. The offering collected after 

the program was supplemented by WOZ to total 

$100 and was donated toward the storm relief 

efforts taking place in Alabama. 
 

Heads-Up / Coffee Hour Schedule: 
 

June   5 Preschool/Noisy Offering 

June 12 M69 II 

June 19 High School Youth 

                        (FATHER’S DAY) 

June 26 Felch, Foster City, Hardwood 

 

Reminder: Next WOZ Business Meeting 

will be held in the evening 
              Wednesday, June 8

th
 at 6:30pm 

 

WOZ scheduled business meetings will be held 

on the second Tuesdays at 9:00 am every other 

month to alternate with meetings held on the 

second Wednesday of every other month at 6:30 

pmas follows:  

                    Note the next meeting is Wednesday evening. 

 

June              8
th

    6:30 pm 

July           12
th

    9 :00am 

August         10
th

    6:30 pm 

September   13
th  

 9:00 am 

October        12
th

    6:30 pm 

November      8
th

    9 :00am 

December    14
th

    6:30 pm 

                                                

All women are invited to participate. 

Please Join Us! 
               ***************************** 

Coffee Lunch is served every 

Sunday after services; 

Please Join Us in the 

Fellowship Hall for Refreshments. 

"Don’t Miss Vacation 
Bible School" 

Vacation Bible School will 
take place from 9am – 11:30am  

 

Monday, June 13th - Friday, June 17th. 
 

Bring a Friend and Let’s Have some Fun! 
  

This year's theme is: 
 

 "Gold Rush:   
   Discovering the Rock of Ages"  
 

Presented once again by the 
Association of Free Lutheran  

Bible Schools 
 

Snacks Provided 
 

Watch for more information in the mail and 
through church announcements.  We once 

again have a team coming in to help us 
present a fun and exciting week.  

 

We are in need of volunteers to help out 
during this week.  *Please contact Carrie 
Siegler at 246-3471 or 239-9605 if you can 
help in any capacity.  If you can't be there 
every day, please come when you can. 
 

Rides will be available as needed. 
 

 Youth In Service for June 

 

    Acolytes             Bell Ringer 
 

June   5   AJ & Travis                   Trevor 

June 12   Lexi  & Miranda             Martha 

June 19   Martha & McKenna       Jonas 

June 26   Maggie & Trevor           Miranda  
 

Baccalaureate Service May 29 
On, Sunday May 29, 2011 our ND Graduates 

from Zion were honored at a Baccalaureate 

Service during worship. They  received their 

special handmade quilts from Zion’s Quilters as 

gifts in honor of their achievements . Please pray 

for them  as they make this special transition and 

venture into new challenges. Pictures will be 

posted in the July issue. 
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     New Folks on the Block? 

(The saga continues)  
Well, they’re here! The new Folks have moved 

in lock, stock, & no barrels. But I saw 

chairs, couches and beds.  Oh yes, and did I 

mention books? Books, books and, oh well; you 

get the picture.  Hahaha… they had some of 

those too.  I had to laugh at Lil’ Pars. He 

didn’t know which way to run. He has 

forgotten how to stay out of sight. He could 

have easily been hurt with all of that 

activity. Well guess what? Not only do we 

have new Folks in our Parsonage, but we have 

a new Lil’ Friend too. He said his name is MN 

Mouse. “What kind of a name is that anyway?” 

I told him that we could call hi MiNi Mouse, 

but he didn’t like that. He said someone 

famous already had that name but it was 

spelled a little differently. Mmmm… I had to 

think about this. The rest of us mice all 

have names that have a little hint of a sound 

from the place where we live. But, this 

fella, well, what kind of a place is MN?  He 

said his name was not from the building he 

lived in, but it was after the area he was 

from. I got that, because I am not named 

after Zion, I am named after my town; the big 

metropolis of Metropolitan. He is what the 

folks here call a field mouse. He plans on 

staying at the parsonage with Lil’ Pars 

though, and will head out to the outdoors 

when the weather gets warmer and after he 

gets to know the area. I suppose I won’t see 

as much of Lil’ Pars for a while, because 

they will be spending a lot of time getting 

to know each other. That’s ok though, I like 

to get out and ramble about, so I will just 

hop in a pocket, catch a ride and visit Old 

Pappa Parson, Mettie, Joey, Chaps, A.W. & 

Missy Mouse whenever I can. 

Hey; did you know that my friends were all 

here to visit me and Lil’ Pars at Zion? They 

came to check out the new Folks. They met up 

with MN Mouse then too. They told me that 

they rode in the pockets of the Pastors and 

Folks from the homes where they live. I 

warned them not to ride in any purses though… 

They remembered and agreed, “You might just 

get left behind.” Hahahahee! Yep! I have done 

that more than once, and finally I have 

learned that lesson. “You just might get left 

behind!” 

Speaking of lessons, I learned a good lesson 

this past month. I found out that all of my 

friends Folks love the Lord their God. They 

know Jesus Christ as their Savior and they 

are all so willing and wanting to share their 

faith with all of the other Folks they meet. 

They all came here to Zion to welcome our new 

Folks to the community, and they also 

participated as our new pastor; Pastor Joel, 

was installed as the pastor for Zion. What a 

blessing for everyone to witness their 

testimony and tributes to God. How happy it 

made us little mice to see the joy in all of 

the faces of the people who came from here 

and our little nearby communities, as they 

shared their love for their Savior and for 

one another. I learned a lesson about love, 

family, and community. I learned that God’s 

people need Him in their lives, and I think 

that God wants His people to be there for all 

of His children. I guess if He calls His 

children sons and daughters, then they must 

be brothers and sisters in Him. Wow, now that 

is why we little mice watch and listen. We 

can learn so much about how God’s plan works. 

He must love His Children so much. He loves 

them even when they do wrong, and if they 

come to Him, He forgives them. What greater 

love can there be than God’s love and the 

love He gives through the Promise of 

Salvation! 

Now when I run around in these old walls of 

Zion, and even if no one is there; I will be 

thinking about these things. I will be 

meditating, watching, listening, and 

learning. And you know what? Maybe you could 

do that too! Maybe you could visit your place 

of worship and have fellowship with your 

family and with your community, learn from 

God’s Word and put your faith in Jesus. I 

know that all of your Folks would welcome you 

with His Love.  

Metro Mouse 

A note from MM: 

*Pastor Joel does have pockets. Maybe I’ll 

hitch a ride and visit some of you Folks 

soon! 

   

 *Check out the Beautiful  

Spring   Flowers and 

Bushes in the  

Memorial Gardens around 

the Church.”  

They are absolutely 

beautiful!  


